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The tapestry from 1547 contains five scenes from the life of King Solomon, described in the first chapter of the Book of Kings. Solomon was a great king. So was Charles V, the Habsburg emperor of the Holy Roman Empire from 1530, who was struggling to unite Europé under his sceptre. But in this aspiration, he had several opponents and difficulties to overcome. 

First, reformation of the church. Charles took the view that Europe should stay faithful to Rome and the Catholic Church in order to resist the Muslim challenge, currently to Eastern Europe. He opposed Martin Luther, ever since their encounter in Worms, already in 1521. The reformed princes of Germany formed the Schmalkaldic league in 1531 to oppose Rome.

Second, the nationalist movement, obvious in England under Henry VIII, in France under François I and in Sweden/Finland under Gustav Wasa. The princes opposed a united Europe. 

Third, the economic issue of a united Europe was depending on a personal support from rich families, first of all the Fugger family, to the emperor. This arrangement was vulnerable to fatigue – a swift success was needed to keep up the enthusiasm and it was now 17 years after the coronation of Charles V in Bologna – time was running out.

1547

· The Council of Trent had convened in 1545 to form a counter-reformation

· The emperor had signed a truce with the Turks 1546

· Martin Luther was dead in 1546

· Christian II had denounced all claims to the Scandinavian union in 1546

· Henry VIII died in January

· François I died in March

· Charles V defeated the Schmalkaldic league in April

The conclusion is that Charles was anxious to proceed his ambitions, including all parts of Europe, even to Estonia, where Charles the Great had introduced the Christian faith.

Scene 1: The procession to the well of Gihon to anoint Solomon king over Israel. The march 

               is led by Zadok, the priest, followed by Nathan, the prophet. Solomon rides a mule.  

               But Solomon is already wearing a crown – is he already crowned?

               The scene shows the reception by Charles V, crowned in Aachen in 1520, of his 

               nephew Christian II outside Brussels in 1521. The king is entertained by Gasparo 

               Contarini, who staid faithful to the Catholic church, despite criticism prior to Luther.

Scene 2: The royal party is entertained by music, an orchestra of strange combination, brass

               and string instruments. But there is also a woodwind instrument, a bladder pipe, of 

               medieval origin. And why are there two conductors, seemingly intervened?

               Both princes, Charles V and Christian II, were fond of music and held ensembles. 

               The conductor standing behind was Nicolas Gombert, a homosexual composer, 

               dismissed and replaced in 1540 by the somewhat younger Thomas Crecquillon.

               They were not related, as indicated.

Scene 3: The royal wedding of king Solomon to Pharao’s daughter. This took place in Egypt. 

               Pharao is standing between the couple, conducting the ceremony. But why is the

               daughter’s entourage so uninterested in the procedures, whereas the following of the

               groom shows enthusiasm? And why is everyone wearing winter clothes?

               The scene shows the wedding of Charles V to the princess Isabel of Portugal in

               1526. The site of the event was changed from Lisbon to Seville. Officiator was the 

               papal legate, Giovanni Salviati. The women close to the bride were his aunt and

               sisters. The reason behind the cold reaction was the opinion that he should have 

               picked a better political solution in marrying Marguerite d’Angoulême, the elder 

               sister to François I and a key to Charles becoming a truly European emperor. 

Scene 4: The anointing of Solomon king. The crown is lifted to ease the rubbing of oil on his

               forehead. Holding the crown are Nathan and Benaiah, the key military commander 

               of the Israeli army. Zadok is standing beside with the oil vessel in his arms. But

               what happened – it is only an hour or so after scene 1 – Nathan has grown a long

               beard and everyone has redressed. And why does Zadok have such a large vessel, it

               looks like a tankard!

               Charles V was crowned for a second time in 1530 in Bologna. The officiator was the

               pope, Clement VII. The policy leading up to this event was signed by the chancellor

               Mercurino Arborio di Gattinara, financed by the Fugger family support. It is Anton

               Fugger holding the tankard full of money (coins). The coronation took place within

               the church San Petronio.

Scene 5: Solomon’s judgement between the two courtesan women. The deceased baby is 

               lying on the floor, the executioner comes running with the live child hanging upside 

               down. But the soldiers standing on one side of the king show no interest. And on the

               other side, two oriental figures (muslims?) are complacent onlookers. Why?

               We are back in early 1521 and the Reichstag in Worms, when Charles V

               interrogated Martin Luther. The emperor was impressed by the intelligence of the

               reformer. The soldiers were related to Sachsen, the duke George der Bärtige and

               the Kurfürst to be, Moritz, a protestant but the triumphator at Mühlberg. (He was

               later to turn against his emperor.) On the other side comes Frederick the Wise 

               (Friedrich der Weise) running with the child. He wanted the church to reform.

               Behind him stand two muslims, knowing that the division within the Christian 

               Church benefits their cause.

Conclusion: Good people of Estonia! You are Christians! Do not weaken the position of your

                    faith! Christianity must not be cut in halves! Come back to the Roman Catholic

                    church, which is the true stronghold against the Muslim world. Look what 

                    happened to Christian II, who played with Reformation - he lost his crown! 

                    But your emperor, who is residing in the coming capital of Europe, Brussels,

                    will support your political future!    

